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project for secularising church lands, and annoyed by an
order to shave off their beards.
Thus it happened that, when the Czarina's plot was
ready for execution, no one lifted up a hand for the Czar,
and without a drop of blood being shed, Peter
deposed, was deposed, and Catharine assumed the
July 9. sovereignty of Russia. On the day after his
deposition, Peter signed a deed of abdication, and was
shut up in the castle of Ropscha, where, a few days later,
he was strangled by Catharine's lover, Alexis Orloff.
At the commencement of her reign Catharine showed
an inclination to revert to the policy of Elizabeth, but
when, contrary to expectation, she found in her husband's
papers proof that Frederick had  constantly sought to
,   .        discourage his wild schemes, and exhorted
Catharine	.	......
confirms him to treat his wife with proper respect, she
Prussia?*^ experienced a revulsion of feeling in favour of
but recalls the Prussian king. Still, though she confirmed
Czernitcheff.    ,	.       °        . .      .       °    .      .
the treaty of peace with the restitution of con-
quests, she was not disposed to recommence the war as
his ally, and Czernitcheff was ordered home from Silesia.
The order arrived, as has been observed, at a very
critical moment. Czernitcheff could not venture to dis-
regard it, but at the request of Frederick, to whom he
was well disposed, he consented to keep it secret and
delay his departure for three days. In this way the
Austrians were kept in ignorance of the loss the Prussians
had sustained until the attack had been made ; they saw
the Russians in the Prussian camp, and could not guess
that they were only there for show. On the morning of
Battle of July 21, amid a general demonstration all along
juiyk2iSd°rf' Daun's line which kept him in uncertainty as
1762. ' to the real point of attack, a Prussian detach-
ment stormed the heights of Burkersdorf, which formed
the key of his position. In the evening the Austrians

